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The discovery of the first interstellar object (IS0}, 11/"Oumuamua,
passing through the solar system in 2017 has provoked intense,
sustained interest by the scientific community - but the interest has
not always been purely scientific.

There are some who speculate that "Oumuamua’s characteristics can
be better explained as alien technology - but this is not an accepted
view in the community. If we had sent a space mission to
‘Oumuamua we could have resolved this very quickly, but
unfortunately the current NASA mission calls are not compatible
with missions that respond very quickly to new discoveries.

When the Rubin survey telescope begins its survey from Chile in
2022/2023 we expect to find many more ISOs, and it is time to start
thinking about new types of missions that could respond to exciting
new discoveries such as interstellar objects. This talk will summarize
what we know about our first two interstellar visitors, how we know
it, and what they are, and will present some new ways we might
explore these intriguing objects in the future.
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